SYNOD 


OF THE 


LUTHERAN 
oF 
THE STATE NEW-YORK, 
_AND ADJACENT PARTS. 
; - Convened in St. Peter’s Church, Rhinebeck, Dutchess county, on the Sth and following 
om of eptember, 1838. | 
_ PRINTED BY J. MUNSELL, 56 STATE STREET. 
1839. | 
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1838. 


In aise with Resolution XXVII of the Forty-Second Synod, the mem- 


bers of the Ministerium and lay delegates assembled in St. Peter’s Church, 
: Rhinebeck, Dutchess county, under the pastoral care of the Rev. N. W. Goert- 
ner. At 3 o’clock Pp. m. the services of the sanctuary commenced. Prayer by 
the Reuben Dederick. by the Rev. Meyer. 


Sunday, Sept. 9. 


At half 10 0 clock, A. M. the Rev. President, Dr. Wackerhagen, 
the Synodical Discourse. In the afternoon the Rev. J. Berger delivered a dis- _ 


course on the subject of Sunday schools, 1 in hci iance with Resolution XXV of 
the previous Synod. 

In the morning the following brethren also preached at the places named. The 
Secretary in the German Reformed Church in Lower Red-Hook. The Rev. R. 
Collier at Bristol, Ulster couuty ; and assisted the Rev. Mr. Rumpf of the Hart- 
wick Synod in the administration of the Lord’s Supper. The Rev. F. W. Geis- 


-senhainer at Wurtemburg ; text Matt. xi. 28. Rev. de G. Mayer i in German- | 


town; text Ps. cxlix. 2. 


In the afternoon the following brethren preached at the places Beis har, 
F. G. Mayer at Lexington Manor; text Matt. vi. 10. Rev. H. N. Pohlman at’ 


Rhinebeck, in the Dutch Reformed Church under the — care of ie Rev. 
Mr. Lilly. Rev. Edward Meyer at Shookville. = 


In the evening the Rev. Dani. Miller preached in the German Reformed Ch. 


Lower Red-Hook. 


‘FIRST SESSION. 


"Monday, Sept. 10. 


The aes -—" in the church at half past eight 0 *clock, for the tranete- 


tion of business. Opened with singing. Prayer by the President. ie 


On calling the roll the Secretary registered the names of the following m mem- 
Present. 


Ordained Ministers. 
Rev. P, F. Mayer, p., Philadelphia. 
FG, Mayer, Albany. 
3, A. Wackerhagen, p.>., President, 
4. G, B. Miller, p. p., Hartwick Seminary. 
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5. H. N. New-Germantown, N. J. 
6 J. Berger, Mellenville.. 
7% W. Geissenhainer, Treasurer, New-York. 


C. B. Thuemmel, Clinton. — 

W. D. Strobel, N ew-York. 

H. I. Smith, Boston. © 

C. A. Smith, Secretary, Palatine. 
R. Collier, Clarksville, N. J. 

J. Eisenlord, Palatine Bridge. 


JF. Winkler, Newark, N. J. ee 


N. W. Goertner, Lower Red-Hook. 


~ ~ ~ 


Daniel Miller, Still-Valley, N. J. 


1. Rev. A. T. Wartembarg. 
A. Wetzel, New-London. 

8. E. Meyer, Canajoharie. 

R: Dederick, Claverack. 


Lay Representatives. 


‘ Jacob Lasher, Germantown, Livingston and Pine Plains. 
2. Adam D. Pultz, Churchtown and Ghent. | 
3. Henry Otten, New-York, (St. Matthew’ 8 church) 
4. Jacob Stuckey, Newark, N. J. 

5, Frederick Cotting, Rhinebeek. 
6. John Scheimer, Still-Valley, N. J. 

7. William Cookingham, Wurtemberg. 
8. John D. Pultz, Valatie 


Present admitted to seats as Members. 


1. Rev. Mr. Harrison, delegate from the New-York Congregational Association. 
2. Rev. A. Rumpf, of the Hartwick Synod. | 
3. Rey. Mr. Lilly, of the Dutch Reformed Church, Rhinebeck. 
_ 4. Rev. Mr. Gates, of the German Reformed Church, Lower Red-Hook. 


Ordained Ministers Absent. 
. Rev. J. F. G. Uhl, Hudson, excused. 


J. W Starman, Waldoboro, Maine, excused. 


FR Guenther, Buffalo, excused. 
Hayunga, Waddington, excused. 

W. A. Fetter, Rush, excused] 
Henry Scheib, Baltimore, Md. 
William Moellman, excused. _ 


S. Dederick, Waddington, excused. 
fA centiates Abs ent 


 H. Rokom Cambridge. Mass. excused. 
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After the names of members present were registered, the President read a re- 
_ port of the business transacted by him during the recess. (See Appendix. ) 


I. Resolved, That the President's report be accepted and laid on the table. 


The Minutes of the last Synod were then unanimously adopted. (Two cor- 
rections subsequently made, are noticed in connection with the list of contribu- 
tions. ) 

At this stage of the siiiitdniadl the Rev. H. N. Pohlman presented 23 copies 
— of the Minutes of the West Pennsylvania Synod. Rev. J. Berger presented 16 


copies of the Minutes of the Synod of Ohio. The pecestary presented 10 i 
of the Minutes ofthe Hartwick Synod. a 


i Resolved, That a committee be — to feport on the Minutes of other 
 Synods. 


The President appointed Rey. H. N. Pohlman »H. I. Smith, and J, F. Winkler. 
The following table exhibits the Parochial Reports. 
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Notes to the Table. 
# ‘And 29 children ; most of these emigrants within the last two years. ¢ One 


Bible class. { One Bible class. § Four for from other 


charenes. | One Bible class. 


Miseellaneous 


~ Rev. Dr. Mayer remarks: In consequence of the pastor’s ill health during 


the whole season allotted to the lectures preparatory to confirmation, these were 

of necessity omitted ; and hence the small number confirmed. | 
Institutions in the congregation of St. John’s Church, Philadelphia : decisis 

for the relief of poor members; Missionary, Tract and Book Society; stregne 


Missionary Society. 


Money paid to the support of the Missionary and Education societies, and for 


the publication of useful religious tracts, five hundred dollars. 
Rev. Dr. Wackerhagen remarks: I hove reason to be thankful to the God of 
love and peace, that the spirit of peace and harmony prevails generally in my * 


‘congregations; the relation in which I stand to them is that of mutual love and 


friendship. The principles seem to prevail. among 
~ generality of my people. 
Rev. F. W. Geissenhainer remarks: The eee Dr. Frederick William Geis. 


_genhainer, pastor of the United German Lutheran churches in the city of New- 


York, departed this life on the 27th day of May, 1838, with the most cheering 


hope of a blessed immortality, aged 66 years and IL mae. ‘* Blessed are the 
dead who die in the Lord.”’ 
The Lutheran Missionary Society of St. Matthew’ s Church has recently bits 


formed, and appropriated through the Treasurer of the Ministerium, $25 to tite 


_ Rev. J. F. Winkler, he being so much in need of assistance, that the Society — 
could not reasonably delay the appropriation until the meeting of the Ministerium. 


Rey. H. N. Pohlman, states that $144 have been collected in the congfega- 
_ tion at New Germantown during the year, for the support of Foreign Missions. 


There exist in the congregation a Tract Society, in connection with a monthly — 


_ distribution ef tracts » a temperance society, and weekly meetings for prayer. 


Rev. J. Berger remarks: During the last year the congregation at Valatie = < 
have been destitute of a regular pastor. I have preached there until the confer- __ 
_ ence in May, since which time the Rev. R. Dederick has officiated every other — 


Lord’s day. Rev. W. D. Strobel adasiaistered the Lord’s Supper at the close of 


| the conference. 


_ In Ghent we have experienced a happy i increase of attention to the means of 


e. grace ; prayer meetings are well attended, and the monthly concert is observed. = 
_There.is.one-Sunday school, consisting of eight teachers and thirty scholars ; of 


which Sylvester Melions, a deacon of our church, is the superintendent. Besides 


these, many children are found in the schools conducted by the members of the | 


Reformed and Lutheran church united. 


a _ In Churchtown Sunday schools have been organized since our conference i in 
_ June, which are attended by at least 100 children, under the instruction of 12 or 


15 teachers. These schools have become interesting, and we anti-- 
cipate from them the happiest results. We have also a Bible class; and catechet- 
every fortnight in the church. 
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of the 59 infant babtiems see 24 were at Ghent, 31 in Churchtown and 4 
in Valatie. Adult baptisms, 4 in Churchtown and 2 in Valatie. Confirmations 
44 in Ghent, 33 in-Churchtown and 7 in Valatie. Number admitted from other 


_ Churches, 1 in Churchtown and 8 in Valatie. Number of individuals who have 


partaken of the Lord’s Supper, 150 in Ghent, 180 in Churchtown and 40 in Vala. 


tie. Number entitled to communion, 175 in Ghent, 200; in Churchtown and 70 
in Valatie. 


The $40 paid into the iwutisniey Fund by the Rev. H. I. Smith is the —_— 
of his pledge made last year. 


Rev. J. F. Winkler remarks : ‘During the past year I have continually felt, wil 


in many — much more than the two preceding years, that we are in ‘ec. 


clesia militans.” Sometimes there seemed to be no possibility of carrying any 


: farther the good work commenced among us: I may say, we have contended — 


for life. The congregation have, during these twelve months, not done anything 
for the support of the minister. They have not been able. But notwithstanding 
the many difficulties every where rising against us, the Lord has shown that he 
can be mighty in the weak. He has not suffered’ the preaching of his word to be 
interrupted a single Lord’s day, and none of the institutions for promoting Christ. 
ian faith and piety among us have been broken up, but on the contrary have in- 


_ereased as well in number, as, we hope, in salutary influence. The Sunday 


School has been augmented within the year from 5 teachers and 20 scholars to 16 _ 
teachers (10 of them in the English department) and 60 scholars. A commence. 

ment has been made to a Sunday School Library, by a kind and liberal donation 
of books from the 8. S. Miss. Soc. of St. John’s Church, Philadelphia, in Dec: 
1837 and Jan. 1838. With the school there is connected a regular Tract distribu 


‘tion, the tracts having been furnished by the same society. But my most ardent 
‘wishes, and my best hopes direct themselves to the Bible Class, which, although 
yet small in number, bids fair to become a very efficient seminary of evangelical 


knowledge, faith and piety. All that has been done in the congregation, and the 
manner in Which it has béen done, has awakened more and more interest in the 


English churches of the city, have from time to time 


been made. 


The Rev. F. G. J. and Mr. Otten, were a committee 


to audit the treasurer’s accounts. 


Rev. W. D. Strobel presented copies of the Minutes of the Synods of Ohio, 


_ Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina and South Carolina. 


The President next read a letter from the Rev. J. C. Duy, of Ateunend: N 


‘to take charge of the congregations in Saddle ~ | 
River and Ramapo, N. J., about the middle of October. | 


‘The following contributions were then received by the Treasurer. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS. 


CONTRIBUTIONS. 


Education. 


Rev. C. A. Smith,... | 3 
St. James’ Church, Greenwich, N. 00 |... 
Rev. F. Guenther, .......-. eee 5 00 | 
Rev. H. Scheib, 5 00 | 5 00 in sees 
Rev. C. B. Thuemmel, cel 3 00 
Rev. Henry I. Smith, 40 00 idee i 


- jects, by the congregation of St. Jolin’s Church, Philadelphia,........ Sat 00 
The following sums have also been paid during the year for tte 

benefit of the Rochester Church,* 
Rev. Dr. Wackerhagen’s congregationS,.. ‘$20 00 | 

St, John’s Church, Philadelphia, included in the $400 men- 
Rev. Dr. Demme, » bea; 25 00 
Members of the congregation of Wurtemberg,........ ‘ac, Or 
Members of the congregation of Rhinebeck,............... 2400 — 

Palatine and Stone Arabia; acknowledged among the contri; 

to the Age eres 30 00 


#218 2% 


— Nore=The following sums were paid into the treasury 
hot acknowledged in the minutes; Rev. C. B. Thoemanel, 


Churchtown congregation, Synodical Fund, $5. 


*The committee appointed to attend to the affairs of the Rochester Uidbeb, 
_ became responsible for $668. Of this sum $333 have been collected, a part of 
the amount by the members of the Rochester congregation. The committee are 


Widow" Fund, $3, 


hoped that this amount may be paid in during the current year by the con 
tions and individuals that feel an interest in the prosperity of this infant ngregn 
It may be proper to state here that the Rev. Mr. Muhlhauser, sent te this coun- 
tty a3 a missionary by me Barmen Miss. Society, is the present pastor of this 
Congregation. 


Rev. Dr. F. Mayer, see 5 00 3 00 
Ebenezer Church, Albany, eee vee 00; 5 00 | 10 00 
Rev. Dr. Wackerhagen,....... 00010066 16 3 00 
N. Germantown and German Valley; 86 00 5 00 
Rev. H. N. Poh]man, 8 00 
ChurchtewWD, 15 00 5 00 
St. James’ Church, | do 80 00 18 00 
Palatine and Stone Arabia, 30 00 00 3 bese 


additiou to the there have to. various charitable ob- 


= i responsible for the balance, $375 including interest ; and it is confidently 
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ted to a seatand vote. Rev. Dr. Demme was elected President. Rev. I. Ruth- 
_ off Secretary. -Rev. Mr. Ulrich Treasurer. Harmony prevailed in their delibe- 


gent amount o 


‘The congragation of New Germantown has contributed to the cause of 


‘After the reception of the contributions, | it was, 
III. ResoWwed, That the Synod adjourn to attend public wey to meg 


again at half past 2 o ¢lock, P. M. 


Prayer by the Rev. Dr. Mayer. | 
At 11 o’clock the congregation assembled for public worship. ‘Sermon in the 


German Jangaage the Rev. H. I. Smith. Text 1 Thess. “ Pray with. 
‘out ceasing.” gis 


‘SECOND SESSION. 
Synod assembled at half past two o’clock, according to adjournment. Prayer i 


- by the Rev. W. D. Strobel. Minutes of the previous session read and accepted. 


The Rev. Mr. Lilly, of the Dutch Reformed Church, Rhinebeck, was introduced 


to Synod, and invited to a seat as an advisory member. 


The Rey. W. D. Strobel then handed i ina ne as delegate to the Penn . 


vania Synod. 


Report of the to the Synod 


On the 9th day of J une I repaired to Philadelphia, where this body was to meet 
in St. Michael’s Church. I was received with the utmost cordiality, and admit. 


rations, which continued a great part ofthe week. The brethren seem to be ear. 


“nestly engaged in carrying on the work of Missions, and we trust will be instre- 
mental in doing much good. The only business of interest to this body, was the 
_establishment of a Gé@rman religious paper, the first number ef which has made 
‘Its appearance, under the auspices of 


Nothing was said relative to ae Streit Legacy, though I have received the asso- 


of. Schmidt, of Lafayette College, Easton, 


rances that as funds are received, our rateable proportion will be. forwarded to 


our Treasurer. A was appointed to that body. at our present 
meeting. 


Resolved, That the report be 
Rev. W. D. Strobel next handed i in the 


Report of the Committee 0 on the Widow's Prd, 


We beg leave to state to Synod, that the profits on the sale of Hymn Books | 
~~ during the last a er have been $23.39, and from sale of old books $6. The pre- -- 
the fund is $314.23, the particulars of which are expressedin & 

the annexed account current. 


September 10, 1888. 


WM. D. STROBEL. 
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Dr. The Widow’s Fund in account with the Commies. Cr. 


dy By profits on books to 1836,... 191 10 


To paid balance on stereotype 


ostages, 5Y 


1836,.... 57 751) ** collections in 1835,....... 48 48 


Insurance, &c. 10 35 wag 1836, 31 00 
aa | “ Int. ree’d on money loaned, 16 12 
| $443 profits on books in 23 39 
: ‘* sale of old books in 1838,.. 600 
‘* dividend on Insurance stock, 22 50 — 
$443 03 
These funds are held fellows 
Five shares Bowery Insurance stock, cost, noses 188 75 
Hi. Ludwig’s note,.... 70 78 
Due by eee 23 39 
In hands of tl committee, eenesece cons 13 92 
Being present amount of Widow’ $314 23 | 


VY. Resolved, That the report be accepted, and iain in the hands of a com- 
‘mittee for examination. 


Committee : Rev. Dr. Miller, Rev. Messrs. Pohlman and Goertner. 
Rev. F. G. Mayer, chairman of the committee on the Treasurer’ s account, re- 


= 


Missionary $531 35 
| 528 712 


Education 50 
Expended,. 25 00 


Expended, .... ©0949 62 183 


VL Resotoed, That the report be accepted. 
VIL. Resolved, That the money in the hands of the Treasurer arising from the 


once appropriated to the Widow’s Fund.~ 
_ At this stage of the proceedings, the Rev. J. Harrison of ‘ten Yeoh smneneei. 


Association, and invited to a seat as an advisory member. 
Rev. F. W. Geissenhainer offered an excuse for the non-attendance ‘oe the 
Rev. H. Scheib. 


Sregation, 


part of debt recd from Synod 34 93 
“ sale of old 16-75 
‘¢ Printing Minutes 1835,--. 50 27)| ** profits on books in 18387,... 22 81 


Balance in 2 632 | 


Streit Legacy, and whatever may be from the same source, be 


and was introduced to Synod as a delegate from the New-York Congregational 


The Rev. J. Borger presented the Pes aa on the affairs of the Rochester con- 
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IX. Resolved, That the report be accepted. | 

_ X. Resolved, That the President’s Report be now taken up for consideration, 

On motion of Rev. Dr. Miller, seconded by Rev. Dr. Mayer, it was 

XI. Unanimously Resolved, That this body feel deeply the loss which has Heal 
sustained in the death of our late Senior, the{Rev. Dr. Geissenhainer, and that 
we take this method of uniting our sympathies with those of his family and con. 
gregation, and that a copy of this resolution, together, with that part of the Pregj. 
_ dent's report which refers to this ome be communicated to the fanaily of the de- 


ceased. 


XII. Resolved, That all the business ypating to the ° congregation of Rush, be 


‘referred to the Ministerium. — 


‘The chairman of the committee was present at the annual meeting of the board 


XIII. Resolved, That the letter of the Rev. Mr. Starman be relieved to the E 
Missionary Board. — 

XIV. Resolved, That so much of the Presid ent’s report as refers t to the congre. 
gations of Williamaburg and Osnabruck, U. C., be referred to the Missionaty 
Board. 

XV. Resolved, That the President's report be adopted. : 

XVI. Resolved, That now adjourn to meet again to- “morrow morn ing at 
9o’clock. 

Prayer by the Rev. Dr. Miller. 


THIRD SESSION. 


Morning 9 o'clock. 
Opened with prayer by the 
Minutes ef the former session read and onere 
Rev. W. D. Strobel handed in the report on Hartwick Bosalnery. 


Rep ort of the Committee on Hariwick Seminary. 


of Trustees, which was held on the 28th August, and was received by them with — 
their usual courtesy. The examination of the students was held on the same day. 
Dr. Miller and his assistant evince their usual industry and attention, and we. 


are happy to state that they have had the pleasure of seeing an increase in the?” ’ | 
number of scholars during the last term. For the information of Synod, I would 


state that arrangements have been made by which we can give the assurance that _ 
about 25 scholars can be comfortably accommodated with board during the pre- - 
sent year. The extra expense for board, washing, with schooling and all other — 
expenses, except clothing, will not exceed css per annum —a sum so far below 
that charged other academies, that we soon to see an increased number 
pt ne ge here are no students’ at present in the theological department, 


- ow there are several preparandi. From indisposition I was prevented attend- 
ing 


to attend the next meeting of the General Synod. 


Ludwig, (lay.) Alternates; Rev. J. Berger, F. W. Geissenhainer, N. W. Goer © 


annual exhibition, [have heard from those that the 


WM. D. STROBEL. 
September 10, 1838. 

XVII. Resolved, That the report be accepted. 

XVIII. Resolved, That the Synod now proceed to the appointment of delogu 


On nomination, the following gentlemen were appointed as delegatés. 
Rev. Dr. Waekerhagen, Rev. Messrs. Pohlman, Strobel, and C. A. Smith, 
(clerical, ) and Messrs. P. W. Engs, P. N. Bonesteel, John Nellis, and Henty | 


ner, and H. I. Smith, (clerical,) and Messrs. A. Commeyer Ben). Van Doren, 
Frederick Rossman, and John Elseffer. 
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13 
XIX. Resolved, That the Rev. Dr. Wackerhagen be the delegate from this 
body to the Pennsylvania Synod. 

XX. Resolved, That we entirely disapprove of the test of Christian fellowship 


a adopted by the Franckean Synod, and of their disorganizing proceedings. 
Rev. H. N. Pohlman chairman of the committee on Minutes, reported : 


_' The committee appointed to examine the several Minutes of other Synods 
| presented for the consideration of this body, beg leave to Report : 

”- That they have examined said Minutes as far as their limited time allowed, and 
- rejoice to find that the brethren of our household of faith generally are engaged 
with a commendable zeal in promoting the interests of our Zion, and the up- 
buildiag of the Redeemer’s kingdom. We do not deem it necessary, had we 
time, to report the statistics of the several Synods, as we esteem this the pecu- 
liar province of the General Synod. But we cannot conclude our brief report 
without expressing our gratification that many of our Synods are coming up to the 


3 help of the Lord against the mighty by engaging in the Foreign Missionary field, 


# we hope the time will soon come when the church generally will awake to 


e calls of duty, and esteem it her privilege to let her light shine upon all the nee | 


nighted of o our world. 
HENRY N. POHLMAN, Ch'n, 
HENRY I. SMITH, | 
FREDERICK WINKLER. 


Resolved, Tht the report be accepted: 


The Rev. Dr. Wackerhagen now invited the Synod to hold its next annual 
meeting in Livingston, Columbia county. 

Rev. J. Berger also invited Synod to hold its aie annual meeting at Ghent, 

Columbia county. 

XXII. Resolved, That this hold its next in Ghent, Co- 

 lumbia county, to commence on the 2d Saturday of September, 1839. _ 

_  KXITTE. Resolved, That it be recommended to the congregations in connection 
‘ with this body, to take up collections in aid of the church at Rochester, and for- 


ward them to the Rev. J. Berger, chairman of the committes on ik aang : 


tion. 
XXIV. Reseleed, That a member of this be appointed to 


_ &Missionary Sermon, and another to preach a Sermon on the subjectof Sunday == 


Schools, at the next annual meeting of Synod. _ 
Rev. H. N. Pohlman was appointed to preach the Missionary Sermon : alter. 


nate, Rev. H.-I. Smith. Rev. W. D. Strobel was appointed to toes: the San. 4 


day School Sermon: alternate, Rev. C. A. Smith, 
XXV. Resolved, That now adjourn to meet again this afternoon at wand 


past 20 *clock. 


Prayer by the Rev. Moyer 


MISSIONARY MEETING. 
At ll o ‘elock the Missionary Meeting was held according to appointment: 
Sermon by the Secretary. Text, Matth. xiii, 38. ‘* The fleld is the world.” 


_ Report of the Ex. Committee of the Missionary Board. 


_At our last Synodical meeting, appropriations were made to the following sta- 

tions: N ewark, North-Boston, Ru Saddle-River, Canada, New- 

London. Since then a station has been established at Poughkeepsie, to which an 
ap i riation has been made, as also an additional one of $50 to Newark. 


that ¢ to which Rev. John 


last winter, our missionary at Rochester dissolved his connection ag = 
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to give him the sum of $100 per annum, upon his receiving a like 
e Barmen Miss. Society, by which he was sent to America. Utder 


gum from t 


we his care things seem to wear a favorable aspect. In Newark our brother is hk. 
Sa @ _ boring hard with somewhat better prospects than those with which he has hith- 
ae erto been blessed, He still requires all the aid we can furnish him. Br. Wetsel 
a) contiuues his ardous work with indefatigable zeal—supplying eight different sta- 


tions with preaching—and from the wide field he covers, we look for the happi- 
est results from his labors. Br. Veil’s health is far from being restored, yet he is 

doing all in Erie county that bis situation allows. Mr. Meyer thinks it will be. 

ome necessary to abandon the station at Canajoharie. Mr. Smith has deter. 
rained to dissolve his connection with the congregation in Boston. There seems 

no reason, however, why we should not persevere in the effort, as the prospects of © 

_ success are still good. In Poughkeepsie Mr. Soldan officiates to about 40 emigrant 

* families. Having a situation“as teacter" in an academy, he is placed beyond the 
| need of our assistance. The Rev. Mr. Duy of the Penn, Synod has recently ac- 
cepted a call to the congregations at Saddle-River and Ramapo, to which he will 
remove in afew weeks. The brethren there think they may for the first year 
require a little assistance from our fund. ~We have received information of se- 
© — veral localities in which a missionary is much needed especially at Syracuse an@ 

- Salina, where there are said to be about 1200 Germans, desirous of*hearing the 
word of life. The greatest difficulty in the stations already established is a want 

of churches, to which we must ere long turn our attention. So far as we are in- 
formed, the only steps as yet taken have been in reference to the church in Ro- 
chester, one in Erie county and one in Oneida county. The committee feel 

bound in this place to acknowledge the timely aid received during the year by 
the ~congregations in Boston, Rochester and Newark, from -St. John’s church, 
, .— Philadelphia. A large and flourishing Sunday School in Newark has been up- 
held by resources drawn from that quarter. Acknowledging With gratitude past 
favors we throw ourselves once more upon the kindness of our congregations, 

_ trusting that they will mot suffer us to delay the good work we have commenced 


for want of the necessary funds. 
WM. D. STROBEL, Sec’y. 
a - After reading the annual report of the executive committee of the Missionary 


Board, addresses were delivered by the Rev. W. D. Strobel, Dr. Mayer, J. Ber- | 
ger, R. Collier, J. Harrison, and H. N. Pohiman ; after which a collection was 


_faken up in aid ofthe Missionary Fund. | 


past 2 o'clock, P.M. 
Opened with prayer by the Rev. H. N. Pohiman. ee 
XXVL Resolved, That the Rev. F. W. Geissenhainer be the delegate from — 
this Synod to attend the next meeting of the New-York Congregational Asso- 
| _ The Secretary presented a verbal report, as one of the committee on Hartwick 
Seminary, stating certain reasons why that institution should be removed from its 
2 present, to some location more favorable to its interests. Whereuponit was 
XXVII. Resolved, That the New-York Ministerium would heartily concur 
with the board of trustees of Hartwick Seminary, should they deem it expedient 
gs to remove that institulion to some more favorable locality. _ a 
Resolved, That a copy ef the foregoing resolution be transmitted to 
the board of trustees of Hartwick Seminary for their consideration at their extra 
meeting to be held in the city of Albany in January next. vad, apa a 
XXIX. Resolved, That the President of tho Mivisterium return the thanks of 
this body to the congregation of Rhinebeck for their kind and hospitable reception 
and entertainment of the members of Synod during its present meeting, = 


te’ 


& 


| 
Say 
ip 
Fs 
. 
e 
i 
b 
* 
} 
3 
; 
iy. 
4 
a> 
m4 
wre 4 
¥ 
zr 
38 
q 
F 
a 
a 
‘ 
4 
> 
4 
= 
| 
| 
| 
dee 
We 
Lan 
ae 
| 
| 
| 
q 
— 
‘ 
‘ 
» 
a 
* 
as 
AS 
\ 


XXX. Resolved, That it be fieseansonided to the congregations in ‘connectior 
with this Ministerium to form missionary societies, auxiliary to the Missionary 


Board, and that it be the duty of the executive committee: of ine apunenaitie 


Board to see that this be carried into effect. 


XXXL. Resolved, That all the duties devolving upon the committee of the 
Widow's Fund, hereafter devolve upon the Treasurer of the Synod ; and that the — 
chairman be authorised to pay over the funds in hand to him. 


XXXII. Resolved, That Synod now adjourn to meet on Saturday 
September, 1639, in Ghent, Columbia 


MINISTERIAL SESSION. 3 
Prayer the President. 


* Rev. A. Wetzel and Mublhauser ; sealed through the Rev. J. Berges for ondi- | 


nation, and Mr: Wm. Sharts for licensure. 


The Rev. President presented ihe name of Rey. A. T. Gaisseubelbiaes with re> 


ference to his ordination. 
I. Resolved, ‘That Mr. Sharts be admitted to an examination. — 


Examining Committee: Rev. Dr. Miller, Prof. Geissen- 


hainer, H.I. Smith and H.N.Pohlman.. 
II. Resolved, That Mr. Muhthauser be by the same 


_ Rev. W. D. Strobel then read a letter from the Rev. Wm. Veil, requesting a 


renewal of his license. } 
HEL Resolved, That Mr. Veil’s 


_ Rev. Mr. Soldan, at present laboring among the Germans i in Ponghegpie 
_ then made application for the renewal of his license. = 


IV. Resolved, That Mr. Soldan receive full license. 


Resolved, That Rev. A. T. Geissenbainer aad A. Weizel be a 


Colloquium at the next meeting of the Ministerium. Ministerium sujourned to 
‘Meet again at the close of the Synodical session this aiternoon. ae 


P. M. 


>. 


Prayer by the Rev. H.N. Pobimam: 
Minutes of the former sitting read and accepted. — 
_ Accolloquium was now held with Messrs. A. T. Geissenbainer and Wetzel. 


VI. Resolved, That Messrs. Wetzel and A. 3 Geissenhainer receive the rite’ ‘ 


of ordination. 
Ministerium till the close of thie Synodicat session: to-morrews— 
Prayer by the Rev. H. I. Smith. 

Thus, half pat 4, P. M. 
by the Rev. B. Thuemmel. 


H. I. Smith the report of the of the committee ex-' 
amination, | 


The committee ipiainea to examine Mr. Muhlhauser i in view of his ordina- 


tion, and Mr, Sharts, as applicant for licensure, respectfully report, that they not 
only have the utmost confidence in the institution from which Mr. Muhlhauser 
COmes to us, but that his examination has been itself so satisfactory in the evidence 
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which it afforded of his mental and religious qualifications for the tenable: of the 
ministry, that they can cheerfully recommend him for the rite of ordination ; ang 
further, that the examination of Mr. Sharts, elicited ample proofs, that his: mind 
is well stored with intellectual wealth, and his heart full of those high motives and 
pur » which are necessary to constitute an efficient laborer in the Lord’s vine. 
a who hath no need to be ashamed, and therefore recommend that he receiv 
cense to preach the Gospel and to perform all ministeral acts. (Signed) 
GEO. B. MILLER, Chairman, 
HENRY SMITH, 
Cc. B. THUEMM EL, | 
HENRY N. POHLMAN. 


Rev. Dr. Mayet requested and obtained leave of absence. 

VII. Resolved, That the Rev. John Mublhauser be set upart for the gospel min- 
istry by the solemn rite of ordination. __ 

VIII. Resolved, That Mr. Wm. Sharts be received into this Ministerium as a 
-licentiate. 

Rev. D. Miller and R. Collier requested and obtained leave of absence. 

Rev. Messrs. Pohlman, F. W. Geissenhainer, Daniel Miller, Strobel, and Col- 
— lier, were appointed a committee to instal the Rev. J. C. Duy, as pastor of the 
_ Congregations of Saddle River and Ramapo, N.J. 
Rev. Dr. Wackerhagen, F. W. Geissenhainer, Berger, C. A. Smith, and 


Winkler, were appointed a committee to instal the Rev. A. T. nega ors: as 
pastor of the Wurtemberg congregation. 


IX. Resolved, That this Ministerium now arin 
bY the President, 
‘LICENSURE AND ORDINATION, 


The services appropriate to the occasion commenced on Wednesday morning 
at half past 10 o’clock, sermon by the Rev. H. N. Pohlman. 
‘The applicant for licensure and the candidates for ordination were addressed 
by the President, after which the latter were ecleeanly set en's for the work of 
the ministry by the imposition of hands. 
solemnities closed with the usual benediction. 


The foregoing is a true and faithful account of the saneintialin of the naa 
_ Third Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Ministerium of the State of New- 


York. CHARLES A. SMITH, 


Wa. 
| 


— 
x 4 
j 
te ¥ 5 
wal 
4 
xh 
q 
> 
+ 
Re 
‘ton . 
4 
‘ 
* 
5 
4 
Ag 
gr Sy 
| 
. 
af 
oe 
; 
vs 
f 
> 
4 
= 
= 
4 
= 
a 
% 
: 
> 
% 
4 
4 
» 
> 
aM 
a 
‘ 


Preside nt’s Report. 


more the day has dawned which assembles usin 
Synodical meeting, and we rejoice together, that the day star from on high has, 
through the past year, been visible in our horizon, shedding heavenly blessings 
over our church. The chief incident of a sad nature, which has been deeply felt, 
and is still lamented by us all, is the loss, which our church at large and this 
Ministerium in particular, has sustained, in the departure, for a higher world, of 
our revered and beloved senior and brother, F. W. Geissenhainer, D. p., who 
after a long and lingering illness, laid aside his earthly tenement on the Lord’s 
day, 27th of May last, at the age of nearly 67 years. From the year 1908, with 
the exception of eight years intervening between 1814 and 1822, he had been the 
religious teacher and counselier of the United Lutheran congregations in the city 
of New-York. His deep and extensive learning, his great urbanity, and various __ 


4 other merits, cannot but cause his memory to be cherished by all who were ac- 


quainted with his character and worth. After this anticipated item of my report, 
I descend to bring to your knowledge all other events which have transpiredin 


_ the course of the past year, and which may be deserving of your notice. 


Our brethren, Berger and Guenther, as a committee appointed in our lastan- 
nual meeting for that purpose, met at Rochester aud investigated the situation of 
the congregation at that place, and of the lot and building partly erected for their 
religious worship. According to private letters, the report of your comunittee 
will be highly satisfactory. = 

Some time in November, the Rev. W. Moellman, having, daing his sojourn 


= st Pittsburg, where he attendefl as delegate from the Germans residing in the 
city of Albany, the German convention, received a call from a German Lutheran 
™ congregation in Cincianati, applied to and received from me a ceftificate of his 
standing in our Ministerium, and of his past serviees among the Germans attach- 


ed to the church of Brother F. G. Mayer, Albany. In the month of January of 
the present year Br. Moellman informed me, that he had eneagine of and entered oy 
upon the above call. 

Sometime after the commencement of the present year, the congregation of 


=  Wurtemberg engaged my endeavors to procure a pastor for them. Attheirree = 
quest I wrote to our young friend Augs. F- Geissenhainer,-but-found thatonac- = 


count of the illness of his uncle, the Rev. Dr. Geissenhainer, it was morally im- 
possible for him, at that time to answer to their call. I advised them, as some 
members also of the congregation were inclined to do, to endeavor to secure to 


themselves the pastoral services of Br. Goertner, at least until the ensuing spring. 
Tn the Meantime, with the consent of the congregation, and in agreement with — 


my esteemed neighbors the Rev. Messrs. Berger and Goertuer, I appointed a COR. 
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ference meeting i in Wurtemberg on the first Sunday and some succeeding days jp 
the month of March. The above brethren and myself continued three days 
among the congregation, engaged in public: preaching and private conversation, 
- The result of our endeavors Was, that the congregation closed with the propos! 
from eur partto be supplied once at least in a month by the Ex. Com. of our Miss, 
Board, until farther arrangements could be made by the congregation themselves, 
This has been done; the pulpit has once in a month, been filled by the above com. 
mittee, until the month of June last, when the congregation called our Br. A. F, 
_Geissenhainer to be their pastor, of which call our young brother accepted, and 
settled among the people of his charge towards the end of the month of July, — 
_ In the succeeding month of February I learnt that Br. Fetter had dissolved his 
connection with the congregation at Rookertne, and confined his pe, labors 
to that of Rush alone. | 
Several letters, written at different times and in different places by our Brother 3 
Eisenlord, informed me of his resignation of the call in conformity to whichhe §& 
had tabovell, although under great disadvantages, in the congregation of New. 
Prospect, in New-Jersey, 
Vineyard of our Lord. 
On the 29th of March there camo to me from New-York, bringing letters from 
Br. Strobel and other gentlemen of the city, and being highly recommended by @ 
them, Mr. Johannes Muhlhauser, a gentleman sent in company with the Rev. Mr, & 
Ocrtel by the Barmen Society, to promote the preaching of the gospel to the scat & 
tered German population in the city of New-York. Mr. Muhlhauser had for two 
- years previously, enjoyed theological instruction in the noted Seminary of the 
‘Missionary Soc. in the city of Elberfeld, opposite Barmen, on the left shore of the 
iver Wupper. Finding no suitable employment in conformity to the purpose of 
his mission in the city of Yew-York, he committed himself to the instruction of 
the Rev. Mr. Strobel, under whom he preached to German hearers in the city. 
In order to extend his usefulness and respectability, it was deemed expedient to 
_ have Mr, Muhlhauser furnished with a limited licénse. After more than a day's 
_ theological conversation and examination upon various subjects, I found Mr. M. 
_ 80 Well imbued with theological and biblical knowledge, so (firmly grounded in 
- gospel faith, and animated by such a christian zeal, not to mention his mature age 
_ and experience, that I could not refuse him the desired license, notwithstanding & 
his total want of acquaintance with the original languages of the Bible—these b- 
_ ing entirely extraneous to the plan of the, in all othhr respects, full and all-em & 
bracing system of theological instruction adopted in the Missionary Seminary # 
Elberfeld. Mr. M. having since been sent out on missionary ground in th 
western part of this state, I refer you to the report of the Ex:-Com. of-your Me @ 
sionary Board for further information with — to the character's and nine of 
the subject of these remarks. 
Our young Br. Edward Meyer has notified me that the Sindregitiie of oui 
___harie being entirely unable to make a sufficient provision for his support, he will 
_.be under the necessity of that at the expiration of the 
present engagement. — 
The congregation two years since of settlers in the of Bor 
ton, has not yet altogether answered the hopes which we thought we had reas’! 
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to anticipate of its scnselidetion and increase. Newly formed congregations com- 


affectionate wishes for the prosperity of our Zion. His letter contains his paro- 


posed chiefly of recently arrived immigrants, are subject to constant fluctuations 
and changes, and are yet destitute of the principles of attraction and cohesion, ne- 


cessary to the harmony and well-being of a society of Christian worshippers. 


Circumstances also have taken place, which render it impossible for the Massa- 
chusetts Miss. Society to continue to the congregation that aid for the support of a 
pastor, which hitherto they have afforded them. These and other events una- 
yoidably cause our beloved Br. H. I. Smith, to leave Boston at the end of his pre- 
sent term of connexion with his people. Mr. Smith, in his letter to me on this 


subject, holds out the hope that his place will soon be filled again. It is my ar- 


dent wish, that as active and experienced a laborer as Br. Smith has proved him- 


self to be, may speedily become the spiritual leader of that flock, and ei 
build on the foundation laid by his predecessor. 


Our aged and destitute Br. Starman is still laboring with eadiininished zeal in 


that small portion of the vineyard which our Lord has assigned to him. He begs | 


to be excused for non-attendance, requests some aid from us, and expresses his 


chial report, and is deserving of the attention of this whole body. 


_ The congregations at Williamsburg and Osnabruck will in March of next year, 
be vacant once more, the Rev. Simeon Dederick informing me, that a divine die- 


pensation, , which I suppose is injured health, will not permit him to continue lon- 
ger in the performance of his arduous duties there. — 


From this statement of occurrences in our part of the Rediéexiier’ ~ viiitelie as 


- far as they have come to my knowledge, you will perceive that here and there 
_ breaches have occurred in the walls of our Zion, some of greater, some of minor 
importance; our number has been made less by the departure of a father in the 
christian Israel, whereby, for a season, gloom and sadness have been spread over 


a bereaved family, a numerous congregation and a wide circle of brethren and 


friends, — several societies in connection with us have been separated or are about 


to be separated from their pastors; but, my brethren, must we not hope that the 


Lord our God the Father of men, and the Head 'of his church, in whose {pro- 
_ Vidence these breaches have happened, will repair them in his own goodtime? _ 
‘Under his upholding arm we still stand, encircled by his love we enjoy safety, 
his gracious promises are sure and encouraging. In him let us trust, to hisser- 
vice let us devote ourselves anew and forever; let us be united in our efforts and — 


j _inour prayers ; let us steadfastly look up to Jesus, cherish his cause, and follow 


his motateps, and God will eae the work of our hands. Amen. 
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